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BY ROSS COLLINS
tafl Writer
NEKOMA, N.D. — The military
ghost town of the North Dakota
antiballistic missile site near here
has been recolonized. New setllers
of the 338-acre, $5.6 billion mini-

A.R. Wegner stands nmongsplcnlc tables

-A breat!: of :

80 enrollees of the Young Atalt
Conservation Corps and then
staff

The facilities left when the mih
tary abandoned the site ninke the
YACC “probably the hest facihity
in the U.S.," says A.R. Wdgner,
camp director.

e

being cleaned and painted by YACC en- city on the Dakota grassland are
roliees. .
. .
“4"}1‘“ o
o 'Y

’:‘{ o ; e M“ b

sign.

ey 4’
i

W
can
tor
e
fon
Chae
Curp
root
fanta
and b

wh

ANl
it
only

IRITEE

or o sno
most
fen

sphiers

(TG
cility
day a
tivate
The
Ting!
prote.
and
Cotan
mones
e
only
o
o

et

.

w“’\

Deborah Wiedrich, Nekoma, and Roger Llen, Lawton, N D finish pa

'

- Some benefits



e e ol

e ———— b e e e oy

. e ‘ .
/ o] )
. rea o] new
-
BY ROSS COLLINS 80 enroliees of the 'Young Adult
Staff Writer Conservation Corps and their camp, one of man
NEKOMA, N D). - The military staff. tion * sponsored government
phost town of the North Dakota The facilities left when the mili- agencies to provide one-year jobs
untihallistic missile site near here  tary abandoned the site make this  for 18 (o 23-year-olds, enjoy
{algen,  Das been recolomzed New sottlers  YACC “‘probably the best facllity ‘‘beautiful dormitories that have
AU the b nere, $96 bilion mint- i the U 8." says AR, Wegner, carpeting, bathroomg in every
feoen ciby o the Dakots yrassland are f‘ml‘ director, room, and .“m‘ “l.v“‘onl "
fantastio dmlnu roum, dance floor
and bandatand, and their own bar
~ where they serve soft drinks.’
All are leltovers from the 447
military personnel at the base
‘ : - only two .and one-balf years ago.
g » - - The military staf{, plus the 1,
~ y, W 2 _or 8o civiliang w

)
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-
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Wegner says enrollees in this

o SR gvf. Aty : , Aupportied this
! g . v ; et most  sophisticated 'm u“{l de-
: : fense post in the Western Hemi.

sphere, meited away when Con-

S e v \ U . gress chopped funding for the fa-
AT ’ T RRT SRR : ik :':mly’. Thgmn 00:' l.olrm. u:c
" : A a:y‘lﬁu‘, he site became fully ac.,

. *
The ABM alte project was
. launched in 1970, It was built to
protect the minuteman missiles
and offensive bombers at the
. Grand Forks, N.D., Air Base and
: ; .. in northeastern North Dakota. The
B " idea then was to make the base
o o - ; i v:\lym many dxtt‘in. the nation,

Y

—he . b B MIL started out ap 34 (AMR
L itee), 4 18, then 18, th
:'; I 1 four e’ we, 1 Bt North b
| " ut:::'wn.m% only one fully oper-
, says Wegner
Construction

chapel, - dispensary,
; bar,” and rows
) houses, began in 1971,
surrounding communities of
-{just south of the base)
alhalls; c.vn‘l:lar and

like you and
and see 1he Tadar bullding,

T

a wildlife refug;

-
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Preboranh Wiedrich, Nekoma, and Roger Lien, Lawton, N.D.; finish painting
sign.

-

around the na-.

on:the site, which -

says Wegner, about the wophis-

‘tication of the site designed to

shoot down Russia's missiles.
“But they can't see the power
lant, and most of the radar bhuild
ng is underground.'’

egner aays the radar (ncility
— filtop pyramid of concrote

domlnnunm the buase ke the |

Kgyptinn Cheoph - in an lcobery
of underground complexity. From
here omniscient computers could
spot any enemy xro]ectlle down to
the last bolt. And next door a two-
story - underground Fow" plant
kept the sanctum of technology
humming with six generatorn,
each capable of powering a city of
73,000, says Wegner.

“Smail components cost il
llone of dollars for testing and e
velopment," Gi‘hlnllln Wepner of
the towering cont.

The sophinticated nid  necret
hardware was plucked by the il
itary when the site closed, saywx
Wegner. Cilvilian scavengers
grabbed the rest, and the actun!
radar faciiity, called the tactical
facility, was sealed in January

But that final welding toreh wirs
only symbolic, because a year and
one-half carlier a xteering com
mittes wan met up to find a new
use (or atl, or any, of the build

“\’l.

'We {elt all along that 1t wonld
best be utilized an an educational
facility,” says Langdon Maym
Harold Blanchard. ‘It is a com
plete little city ail its own.” Pro
posed were a vocational education
and rehabilitation training center.
several industry plants, and most
seriously, a juvenile corrections
center,

“That raised quite a furor
says Blanchard about the Iatte:

roposal. That's because renidents
eared what aimounted to A pion
for juvenlle offenders The plan
was rejected {inally by the tedetal
Bureau of Prisons.

Last May the Department of the
interior answered the question
with YACC proposal, to be admin
istered under the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. It opened Aug. 1.

“We were good news to every
body,”” says Wegner. “There |-
Just ho employment up here, and
when you do ftnd something . o
doenn’t pav anvthing Ueople
leave ‘Fhe objective of the whale
program is to provide the highe-t
unemployed group - 18 tu Mt
year-olds - with employment ™

Employment under the program
is mostly manual skills: enrollces
make duck ne.ts, duck houses,
boat rampm, mostly for the IFish
and Wiidlife Service. ut Wegne
says the YACC also provides em
ployment services for toeal firme
and atate and local government.

“What we ate is a free Libw
force,"" caplainn Wegner
enty percent of the work in on f1-h
and wllglife projects. But we are
not a make work program They
would have to hire a contructor f
the YACC did not do the work:

Wegner says the North Dukita
YACC , which costs $2 million a

ear to operate, has naved the

ish and Wildlife Service about
$200,000 since August “Once we
get going we can save more than
that -~ maybhe we could even
broak even,' soye Wegne

Weuner hopen (o rmploy 20w
rolleea in the year long progra
it government funding is vl
able. .

Of the 80 enrollees, about half
have a high school diploma, savs

" Wegner. They come from arourt

North Dakota, but the bulk are
from surrounding towna. Thirty
stay at their homes instead of the
NEKOMA
(Cont. on Page Y2 (ot gt




Enrollees and co
dining room.

on site room and board — whieh
Coats them $3 a day - and Weg-
ner says oseven or eight of the

women m the co-education corps
are married and live off the facil-
1y Enrollees under 18 also live at

hote

“We pay our enrollees $2.90 an
hour, mumimum wage,” says Weg-
ner. If they show good work,
leadership, we can raise this. This

pives them a little incentive to be
motivated on the job " 4
There are no exceptions to the

one yesr Umit on the corps. “We
are not in the placement business,
but we try to get them a job
“says Wegner. To help upward
mobility, we have military serv-
ves come up here, talk to en-
rollees. Wo da not have to give
GEDa (high sachool graduate
cquivalency  diplomas),  but we
took 1t on our own to give the pro-
pramns ' He addas that YXCC
works closely with the North Da-
kota Emﬁloymenl Service,
through  which prospective en-
roilees must register to join the
corps

Twenty seven  staff members
tend to needs of the workers.
Deven work leaders supervise the
projects. which may include “‘on.
»ile’ work anywhere in the state.

“We have camp trailers, and
our workers and work leaders will
PO across the state to do a job, do
the job and return to camp,” sa

oks take a coffee break in the

Nekoma—

(Continued from Page D-1)
rooms and use recreational facil-

ities including & bowling alley and
theatre. Wegner says among his
plans is to convert theatre for

use as a playhouse for student
productions.

During bis 27-year military ca-
reer Wegner has been assigned to
bases around the country and paid
a four-year'vigit to Vietnam. The
Seattle, Wash., native is glad he's
running the North Dakota YACC.

"l went to talk to A school ...
in California (be was stationed in
San Bernardino befors coming to
North Dakota seven years ago).
You talk to 16 or 17-year-oids. Up
here you can-have a meaningful
conversation. Down there you
can't. In a job like this, you ex-
pect problems, but I haven'’t had
any, The only surprise I've had is
that we haven't had trouble. Ia
other places you hear about knif-
ings, fighting, riots and strikes.'’

egner says six or seven en-

rollees have quit since the camp

opened, He says this is good, be-

cause at other camps ‘“‘the enroll-

ment turnover rate is much
I'."

ecauss some of the particl-"
ants are not 31, aicobol is not al-
owed, says w.ﬁm'. “I'm aware
they sneak it In,"’ he acknowl-
edges, but says it is not a bi
problem. Other than that, ‘I don
put any restrictions on them. All

4

the site — grain storage, amuse
ment or as a landmark.”

The YACC can’t nmiake use of
the houses — 200 of them — hous-

ing military personnel when the
site was aclivated. The Air Force
owns the houses, and wanted to
cart them to the base in Grand
Forks. *‘But they can't get anyone
to move them cheap enough,
says Wegner.

egner was In charge of sup
roﬂ services, including recrea
lon, for the militury when the site
was activated. He said he put
many hours of work into coordi-
nating the expensive [(acilities:
the bowling alley aiong cost sev-
eral thousand dollars. Everything
is almost new. “‘I don't know why
they closed it down,’ he reflects.
“It was pot obsolete. 1 was never
told it was obsolete. I was told it
was ly political - Congreas
didn't appropriate the money. If it
were obsolete they shouldn’t have
built the damn thing in the first
place.”
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North Dakota towns which

stretched painfully to accommodate

thousands of antiballistic missile
base personnel now are shrinking
__just_as_painfully and trying to
“plug” thé empty spaces-when the
workers departed. - " -
“Closlng it down had & tre-
mendous Impact on nearby
towns,” sald A. R. Wegner, & ma-
. jor la themlrm&,_\yho supervised
eact{vation of (hé ABM facilities.
Wegner retired after the site
cl and now is director of the
Young Adult Conservation Corps
using part of the base facllitles.
—~~The n::ulve Installation, within
two years, drove the population of
Langdon, N.D. eight miles north,
to double its pre-ABM size.
Schools were jammed. Retail
sales salled and water systems
and roads were worn out.
tUmism, similar to that of the
old rush era, shone in Nekoma
avaller, Walhalla, Langdon and
other communities through new
businesses: 27 in Langdon alone
between 1970 and 1975, new
schools: a completely new bulld-
ing costing more than $600,000 in
Nekoma, a town with fewer than
100 non-ABM residents; new hous-
ing: mobile home courts and

id

——Then"

buildings ~ pushed
boundaries out 30
Langdon tax base grew 67
in five years. Retail sales vol-
ume, 42 percent. B

percent. The
rcent

the-vein-of ABM~—
. Congress moved *
e site. The thou-.

1974
“gold” ran dr
to abandon
sands of bullders, electricians and
highly skilled technical experts
had no market for their talents oa
the rural dirt of the North Dakota
rairie. Military personnel wére ™~
ansferred, Business and popu- -
lation spiraled downward. KN

“We've lost 3,000 from Lang-’
don,” said mayor Harold Blan- .
chard. “It was 8,000, now it's
3,000, We lost 350 mobile homes,
Sx?d pea;léoolu eﬁrollment has -

0 rastically.” .

’rge town needes help from the
government — through grants —
to cope with the boom; now it has
asked for help to cope with the
bust.

“We set up a steering com-
mittee, composed of members of
communities of Nekoma, Lun[(-
don, Walhalla and Cavalier,” sa 4
Blanchard. **We have applied for
an industrial development grant,
and have a contract with the Red
River Planning Agency for the ac-

Langdon city quisition of sm
= “We lost our outh.'

3 "1;1:. missile facility

« Jo

2 ,{hlnga we are

all industries.”
uB\lanfhi“d l;%ld tl;e‘ axrea is
ying to lure industry to keep u
the momentum begun by ZpBl\f
the one thin

w

opportunity. That
(ing to do.” ...
- Blanchard said one
Polyco American — has‘oved to
a commercial-industrial building

ovided at Langdon. And he says.

at although businesses there cut
back their operations, “I can’t
think of any that have closed
down. One grocery store closed,
but I wouldn’t specifically say it
was due to loss of population.”

Blanchard said some people
who came with the ABM stayed
on, “those who could {ind employ-
ment here. They didn’t want to go
back to the city.” :

It was tougher for Nekoma.
They didn’t have much to begin
v%it.h. said mayor Bill Vervey. “It
le about shut the town down,”

e said, noting one of the bars
closed, and that's a lot for Ne-

koma.
The government flid for build-
ing a new school in Nekoma to

handle children (rom the base.

. Three bundred students wer

atd—Blanehard. in
resented a |
one of the-—tem in pre!

industry — -

:..'-e;;
I e in -
the Nekoma district then, sald su-

. .r'eﬂnmdent Donald Boe, Now it

ouly a fraction of that f} HO S
students last fall, and declin-__
. - PR o
;"nu ABM left the school sys-
: ’ahm*ﬂn —
X uldh o “But e money ™
e ears. s <
“The !f-"ma ’nlre’l‘dy s S0l
one school building, and has aban-
_.dooed another. Boe said probably -
the en system “will tloss'down -
after the money. runs out. Chil-
dren ro!;lbly"ﬂl be bused to
L“n)‘ ANEER A ‘
. 'Blanchard said the ABM era
was “‘an awful waste. When
{0\1'“ talking that kind of bucks
$5.¢ billion) you would wish and
hope lawmakers would have a
.. little more lorulglt."’ .
But, he said, Langdon does re--
tain some benelits from the ABM.
“We have additional streets, a
brand-new water system. We have
new housing, and we got rid of
lots of substandard homes. We
have an addition to the hospital,
addition to recreational f{acilities,
an expanded lagoon system. We
gained. there's no question about
i
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